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By Jim Woolf
THE SALT I..AKE TRIBUNE

For the first time in Utah, an
abandoned uranium mine in San
Juan County maY beeome a dis'
posal site for mildlY radioactive
wgstes.

MolyeorP, a New Mexieo-based
subsidiary of Unocal, wants to
backfill the Small FrY Mine with
20,000 cubic Yards of radioaetive
waste from an old vanadium'Pro'
cessinq plant. Vanadium is an ele'
ment iried in tbe Produetion of
steel alloys. It is found in Utah
along with uranium and other ra'
dioactive elements.

lbe SmeU FrY Mine is located
about 25 miles iortleast of Mon:'
ticello. The 2-acre Pile of vanadi'
um waste is located about nine
miles south of the mine. Tte vana'
dium ore was removed from other
mines iD the area.

If the project is aPProved bY

the state, this would be the first
tine a Utah mine has been autho'
rized for the disPosal of radioae'
tive wastes, ssid LrrY Anderson,
director of the Utah Division of
Radiation Conhol.

It also could set a Precedent for
the future use of otber abandoned

I See A.2, Column 4

uranium mines in southeastern

lititr, rtltl Aoderson conceded'
.i*-il. i"io tu" details of the Mo'
f";;; sitoation are "reallY dif'
i"eienl" and not likelY to oecur

again soon.-;frJ{i naue to face that if it
bapPens," he said- ..- Sfitttiig its waste in a.nine^YT
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G'arv Motris, an envimnmental
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